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 Location and Regional Watershed  



 Plant Communities   

  
 

• 33% Cypress Swamp 
• 26% Hardwood Forested 

Wetlands 
• 24% Slough and Depression 

Marsh 
• 9% Flatwoods 

 



 CREW Wildlife  

  
 

• Classified as a  Priority Wetland 
for Listed Species  and 
Biodiversity Hotspot  by FWC. 

• 122 bird species documented to 
date 

• 22 mammals 
• 18 listed species 

 



 Southern CREW Project   

  
 

Project Purpose 
 
• Improve flood control in 

Imperial River  
• Restore wetlands in 

Southern CREW 
 



 Southern CREW Project Area   

Click to add text  
Click to add text 



 Land Management Activities  

  
 

Primary Management Activities 
 
• Hydrologic restoration 
• Prescribed burning 
• Exotic plant control 

 



 Hydrologic Restoration 

• Ditch plugs utilized to  
improve hydrology on over- 
drained conservation lands  



 Exotic Plant Control 

 Target species include 
Lygodium, Melaleuca, and 
Brazilian pepper 

 Treat 3400 – 4400 acres 
annually for exotic vegetation  

 Largest single operational 
cost within the CREW budget 



 Prescribed Fire 

• Cost-effective land management 
practice 

• Necessary for maintenance of fire 
dependent plant communities 
 

• Desired burn frequency is plant 
community specific 

• Prescribe burned 2338 acres in 
FY12  



 Recreation 

• Management Area had an 
estimated 12,000  visitors in 
FY12  
 

• Popular recreational activities 
include hiking, biking, wildlife 
viewing, camping, equestrian use 
and hunting  



 Partnerships 

Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem 
Watershed acquisition and 
management partners: 
 
• Audubon  
• Collier County 
• CREW Land & Water Trust 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission 
• Lee County 
• State of Florida 

 



Ben Nelson & Brenda Brooks 
CREW Land and Water Trust 





Jason Lauritsen 
Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 



Corkscrew Swamp 
Sanctuary 

National  
Audubon  
Society 



• 13,000 acres 
• RAMSAR wetland 
• National Historic 

site 
• Top 5 birding spot 

in US 
• IBA 

 
Dependent on health of a 
much greater eco-region;  
Western Everglades 

Wood storks are  
indicators of wetland health 



Our Mission 
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary 

• To protect the natural resources of Corkscrew 
Swamp Sanctuary, its surrounding watershed & 

the Western Everglades and influence Everglades 
resotration; for the benefit of the birds, other 

wildlife & people. 

• 2.25 mile boardwalk 
• Largest virgin bald cypress forest in the world 
• Largest historic nesting colony of Wood Storks in the U.S.  

Wood storks are  
indicators of wetland health 



 

T.G.P. 100,000 storks 1913 

1850 
2.5million wading birds 

No nesting 6 of last 7 years 

1995 
100,000 wading birds 



 

73 sq. mi. of wet prairie in PDVM CFA, 13 sq. mi. in 2004.  Loss of 82%  



Wetland losses in the Corkscrew Rookery’s 
Core Foraging Area (30km from colony) 

     predevelopment      2004 Land Cover % remaining 
Shallow wetlands         387 mi2  131 mi2         34 
Deep wetlands         245 mi2  232 mi2         95 



Wood Stork habitat use 



Wet prairies 

Shallow wetlands/wet 
prairies 

 
Deep wetlands/marsh 

 

73 mi2 13 mi2 





79% of stork foraging  
in CFA early in breeding  

season occurred 
 on private lands 

Private landowner involvement 



SFWMD 2012 Wading Bird Report 

• 39% fewer wading birds nests than 10 year ave’ 
• 66% fewer than the 2009 nesting season 
• The most extreme declines were for Wood 

storks, White ibises, Snowy Egrets, Little Blue 
Herons and Tricolored Herons.  

• Fledging success was generally limited for all 
species in 2012.  

• The survival of Wood Stork nestlings was 
particularly poor, and it is thought that all 
nests failed in the Everglades. (800 attempts) 

 Wood storks are indicators of wetland health 



• Wood storks are:  
• Indicators of wetland health 
• Indicators of Everglades restoration success 

• Recovery requires adequate protection of shallow 
wetlands functions, targeted land acquisition and 
shallow wetland restoration. 
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