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Palm Beach County – STA1E - bulrush planting - Nov 1st, 2012 

South Florida Water Management District 
Governing Board Meeting 

November 15, 2012 
Tommy B. Strowd, P.E., Director 

Operations, Maintenance & Construction Division 



• All areas were above 
average with the exception 
of East Caloosahatchee 

• Big Cypress Preserve is 
104% above average 

• WCA3 is 66% above average 
• East Caloosahatchee is 30% 

below average 
  

 

 

 

SFWMD 2012  
October Rainfall 

(2-October to1-November 2012) 
 

DISTRICT-WIDE: 5.32”  
 (141% of Avg, or +1.54”) 
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Most basins above average: 
• Upper Kissimmee + 5.3” 
• Lower Kissimmee + 9.7” 
• Lake Okeechobee + 7.1” 
• WCA 1 & 2  + 16.0” 
• Eastern PB Co + 8.8” 
• Miami-Dade  + 13.5” 
Southwest Coast and East 

Caloosahatchee are below 
average 

 

SFWMD 
Wet Season Rainfall 

8 May –  9 November 2012 
 

DISTRICT-WIDE: 42.87”  
(115% of Avg, or +5.46”) 

 
 

2012 Wet Season Started 05/08/2012 



TS Sandy 



• Entire District is below 
average for about the first 
half of November 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

SFWMD 2012  
November Rainfall 

(2 November to 12 November 2012) 
DISTRICT-WIDE:”  

 (3% of Avg, or -0.84”) 
 



April - May 2011 
Below average   

April - May 2012  
Above average   

2011 WET SEASON: 
• latest start (June 12) in 
at least 20 years 
• 3 Big Rain Days in 
October (2.3”, 2.3” & 
1.7”) 

2012 WET SEASON:  
•started early with wet May, followed by 
dry June and July .  TS Isaac brought 
August rainfall high above average.   
•ended up above average. 
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2011-12 DRY SEASON: 
•  Record dry in Upper Kissimmee (98 yrs) 
•  Ended up close to average 
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Groundwater Levels 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Water levels at selected sites in South Florida 
Based on PROVISIONAL DATA, as of November 13, 2012 



ORLANDO 

FT. PIERCE 
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WCA-3A 

WCA-2A 

WCA-1 
(LNWR) 

Marsh stage entering Zone B 

Marsh about 0.9 ft above schedule 

Marsh ~ 0.5 ft above schedule  
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2012 Seasonal Agricultural Drawdown  
 

Canal drawdown was initiated on October 15th in 
South Miami-Dade County according to the 
following schedule: 
 
C-102 Basin:  October 15th - changed structure  
S-21A to Low range; 
 open at 1.4 ft., close at 1.0 ft. 
 
C-103 Basin: October 15th - changed structure  
S-20F to Low range;  
open at 1.4 ft., close at 1.0 ft.  
 
Changed structure S-179 to Low range;  
open at 3.1 and close at 2.7 
 
Conference calls with stakeholders have been held 
on Oct. 31st and Nov. 7.  Next bi-weekly conference 
call will be on Nov.  21.  
  
Drawdown is progressing normally 

S-21A 

S-20F 

S-179 



2012 Pilot Test  
Fresh Water Releases to Biscayne Bay 

 

• SFWMD is developing a 
process to conduct pilot test 

• Steps: 
– SFWMD staff held first 

internal meeting 
– SFWMD met with staff from 

ENP and BBNP to discuss 
release priorities 

– ENP agrees to the deliveries 
to BBNP as long as WCA-3A 
stage is in the flood control 
zone of the regulation 
schedule or releases though a 
previously closed WCA-3A 
structure could be used (e.g. 
S-12B closure) 

WCA-3 





Lake Okeechobee: Current Operations 
• USACE’s Lake O Regulation Schedule (2008 LORS) 

– Stage (15.48 ft, NGVD) is near the middle of the Low Subband 
– Tributary Hydrologic Conditions are in the normal classification 
– Seasonal Lake inflow outlook is dry (reduced chance of El Nino) 
– Multi-Seasonal Lake inflow outlook is in the wet classification 
– Release guidance currently suggests up to 450 cfs at S-79, and  

up to 200 cfs at S-80  
– USACE began reducing release rates 18-Oct when the stage 

stopped rising 
– S80 closed 7-Nov 
– S79 releases transitioning to 450 cfs 

• SFWMD’s Lake O Adaptive Protocol (2010) 
– Will be the basis for SFWMD recommendations as the Lake stage 

recedes into the Baseflow Subband of the 2008 LORS. 
 



11/16/2012 DRAFT 

Percentiles based on 41 possible outcomes starting with Sep 10th initialization 

>98% chance stage stays above Water Shortage 
line by the end of the 2012-13 dry season 

 Chance stage remains in the Low 
Subband during the dry season drops 
to 45%. 

5 to 10% chance of 
being at or above the 
Intermediate Subband 
during the dry season.  

2112-13 DRY SEASON 





Nov 2012 

 U. S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 
National Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 

• The current CPC precipitation outlook for central and southern Florida is 
for equal chances (EC) of being above, normal or below for Nov and for 
the three month windows extending into the 2012-2013 dry season. 

Nov-Jan 2012 

Oct-Nov 2012 





Peak of the Hurricane Season 



Typical Areas of Hurricane Origin 
November 



G-420 Pump #3 - Repairing Bell Housing Bolts - Miami-Dade County 

QUESTIONS? 
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