
South Florida Water Management District 

BIG CYPRESS BASIN BOARD 
MINUTES 

August 26, 2014 
9:00 AM 

Collier County Government Center 
Commission Chamber, 3rd Fir 

3299 Tamiami Trail East, Naples, FL 34112 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 
John Vaughn Present 
Rick Barber Chair Present 
David Farmer Present • 
Alice J. Carlson Present 
Ralph H. Haskins Present 
Marielle Kitchener Present 

1. Call to Order - Frederick Barber, Chairman, Big Cypress Basin Board 
Mr. Barber called the meeting to order at 9:02. 

2. Invocation 
Pastor Jim Thomas led the invocation. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance - Frederick Barber, Chairman, Big Cypress Basin 
Board 
Ms. Carlson led the pledge of allegiance. 

4. Employee Recognition - Joseph Krawec, Chris Doherty, Field Station 
Superintendent 
Mr. Doherty presented Joe Krawec with a certificate of recognition for going 
above and beyond his work. 
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5. Recognition of Girls Scout Brownie Troop 622 - Lisa Koehler, 
Administrator, Big Cypress Basin Service Center 
Ms. Koehler presented the Girls Scout Troop #622 with certificates of recognition 
for their participation in the installation of a rain garden at Lake Park Elementary 
School to improve water quality in the Naples Bay. 

6. Approval of minutes 
Minutes approved. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ralph Haskins 
SECONDER: John Vaughn 
AYES: Vaughn, Barber, Farmer, Carlson, Haskins, Kitchener 

7. Agenda Addendum - Lisa Koehler, Administrator, Big Cypress Basin 
Service Center 
There were no changes to the agenda. 

8. Abstentions by Board Members from items on the Agenda 
There were no abstentions. 

9. Collier County Stormwater Update - Nick Casalanguida, Collier County 
Growth Management Division Administrator 
Mr. Casalanguida, Collier County Growth Management Division Administrator, 
provided a presentation on the Collier County Stormwater Plan which included a 
brief overview and cost estimate of each project. Mr. Casalanguida stated that 
due to funding challenges, planning and prioritization of projects that required 
improvements were very important, and identified key areas to be addressed 
such as the Belle Meade Flowway restoration in partnership with the Big Cypress 
Basin, and the Golden Gate Flowway restoration with the support of the City of 
Naples. 

Board Questions 

In response to Mr. Barber's questions for the proposed North Belle Meade, 
project, Mr. Jerry Kurtz, Collier County Surface Water and Environment Planning 
Manager, replied that the increase in water for North Belle Meade was estimated 
in the amount of about 1,000 - 700 cfs. He added that extensive modeling had 
been done, and that estimated project schedule for planning and design was to 
3-5 years, and 5-7 years for construction. 

Public Comment 

Mr. Brad Cornell, representing Audubon of the Western Everglades and Audubon 
Florida, commended all agencies for their cooperation on projects dealing with 
flooding or water quality, and he indicated that planning, modeling, and 
engineering should be performed ahead of time to have those projects ready 
when funding would become available. 
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10. Lake Trafford Update - Edwin Everham, Professor, Marine and Ecological 
Sciences, Florida Gulf Coast University 
Dr. Everham, Professor, Marine and Ecological Sciences, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, provided an update on Lake Trafford restoration progress for the past 
year. His presentation included mapping of new vegetation, stabilization of 
nutrients, and improvement of water quality. Dr. Everham stated that current 
restoration of aquatic vegetation represented 10% of the lake and that the 
estimated target for the following year would be 30%. He stated that this target 
could be reached with the cooperation of the Florida Wildlife Commission and 
other agencies. Dr. Everham introduced Dr. Serge Thomas, aquatic ecologist 
and professor at FGCU. 

Dr. Thomas provided an overview of lake nutrient levels and methods used to 
identify potential interaction with groundwater. 

Board Questions 

Mr. Vaughn asked if Paspalidium grass would have any relation to seaside 
Paspalum, Dr. Everham replied that he would need to check with FWC, as they 
are responsible for transplanting the grass. 

In response to Mr. Vaughn's question, Dr. Thomas stated that Lake Jessup had 
been used as an example to understand the causes of water turbidity in Lake 
Trafford. Long term water monitoring would be needed to identify what 
contributes to the turbidity of the lake, besides the impact of tropical storms. 

In response to Mr. Farmer's question on what caused the gap in collection of 
sampling data, Dr. Everham indicated that due to a shift in their scope of work 
and use of resources, water sampling was less regular. Mr. Farmer stressed the 
importance of long term monitoring and suggested getting students involved in 
data collection. 

Ms. Kitchener expressed her appreciation for the successful interagency 
cooperation. She stated that the water quality data collected by Collier County is 
stored in a system called "Storet", and that District staff was in the process of 
analyzing existing data, however, due to lab processing delays, data for 2014 
was not yet available. 

11. Capital Project Update - Jeff Kivett, Division Director, Operations, 
Engineering and Construction 
Mr. Kivett, Division Director, Operations, Engineering and Construction Division, 
provided an update for the BCB Capital Program which included Miller Weir No. 
3 Replacement, 28th Avenue Southeast Bridge Replacement, Merritt Pump 
Station Endurance Testing, and the BCB Field Station Relocation projects. 
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He stated that all projects were on schedule except for a delay in the BCB Field 
Station design. 

There were no Board questions. 

12. BCBB-2014-0801 A Resolution of the Big Cypress Basin Board of the South 
Florida Water Management District - Doug Bergstrom, Division Director, 
Administrative Services 

Mr. Barber read Item #12 of the agenda - Resolution BCBB - 2014-0801 - A 
resolution of the Board of the Big Cypress Basin Board of the South Florida 
Water Management District approving the submittal of the rolled back millage 
rate (0.1520 mills) for Fiscal Year 2014-2015; requesting the Governing Board of 
the South Florida Water Management District to levy at valorem taxes within the 
Big Cypress Basin based on that rate to finance Basin functions contained in the 
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Basin Budget; providing an effective date. He stated that 
items #12 and 13 would be heard together and read Item #13. 

Mr. Bergstrom, Division Director, Administrative Services, stated that items #12 
and 13 would be presented together but would need to be voted on separately. 
He gave a brief presentation to update the board on budget changes since his 
last presentation at the July meeting, final millage, and key dates for budget 
approval. He concluded his presentation recommending approval of the budget 
resolutions BCBB-2014-0801 and BCBB-2014-0802. 

Mr. Vaughn called for a motion to approve Item #12, Resolution #BCBB-2014-
0801, and Item #13, Resolution #BCBB-2014-0802. Ms. Carlson seconded the 
motion. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: John Vaughn 
SECONDER: Alice J. Carlson 
AYES: Vaughn, Barber, Farmer, Carlson, Haskins, Kitchener 

13. BCBB - 2014-0802 A Resolution of the Big Cypress Basin Board of the 
South Florida Water Management District submitting the Fiscal Year 2014
2015 Basin budget in the amount of $15,442,584 to the Governing Board of 
the South Florida Water Management District for inclusion in the District 
budget; providing an effective date. Doug Bergstrom, Division Director, 
Administrative Services. 

Mr. Barber read Item #13 of the agenda - Resolution BCBB-2014-0802 - A 
resolution of the Big Cypress Basin Board of the South Florida Water 
Management District submitting the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Basin budget in the 
amount of $15,442,584 to the Governing Board of the South Florida Water 
Management District for inclusion in the District budget; providing an effective 
date. 
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Mr. Vaughn called for a motion to approve Item #12, Resolution #BCBB-2014-
0801, and Item #13, Resolution #BCBB-2014-0802. Ms. Carlson seconded the 
motion. 

RESULT: 
MOVER: 
SECONDER: 
AYES: 

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
John Vaughn 
Alice J. Carlson 
Vaughn, Barber, Farmer, Carlson, Haskins, Kitchener 

Board Questions 

In response to Ms. Kitchener's question, Mr. Bergstrom replied that the 
Henderson Creek Diversion project was tentatively still in the budget. 
There was no public comment. 

14. General Public Comment 
Mr. Jerry Kurtz, Collier County Surface Water and Environment Planning 
Manager, announced the Interagency Workshop on the Northern Golden Gate 
Area Watershed Improvements on September 25th, at 9:00 am. 

16. Field Station Activity Report - Chris Doherty, Superintendent, Big Cypress 
Basin Field Station 
Mr. Doherty, Big Cypress Basin Field Station Superintendent, provided the BCB 
Field Station operation and management activities, which included workload 
update, canal/ levee maintenance and vegetation removal. 

Board Questions 

In response to Mr. Barber's question, Mr. Doherty stated that he would need to 
verify what distance the equipment was able to cover. 

In response to Ms. Kitchener's question, Mr. Doherty replied that the percentage 
of chemical and manual vegetation removal was balanced, and that he would be 
able to provide more accurate information at the next meeting. He also stated 
that the District had discontinued the use of copper in its canals for many years. 

In response to Mr. Vaughn's question asked Mr. Doherty replied that plans to use 
fish for vegetation removal were under consideration. 

17. Basin Administrator Report - Lisa Koehler, Basin Administrator, Big 
Cypress Basin 
Ms. Koehler, Big Cypress Basin Administrator, called Mr. Nageon De Lestang, 
Big Cypress Basin Engineer, to provide a quick summary of the rainfall data and 
hydrology conditions for Big Cypress Basin during the month of July. 

Mr. Nageon De Lestang commented on how well the Big Cypress Basin canal 
system had performed during the significant rain event on August 4th, and that no 
manual adjustments of the gates had been required. 

5 
Big Cypress Basin Board Meeting IVIinutes of the South Florida Water Management District - August 26, 2014 



Board Questions 

Mr. Farmer stated that the effects of the storm were felt in a widespread urban 
area. In response to his question on the potential for a 5-year storm to cause 
flooding in the Golden Gate Estates area, Mr. Nageon De Lestang replied that he 
expected the canal system to be able to handle a storm of that intensity. 

In response to Mr. Farmer's question, Mr. Nageon De Lestang replied that the 
Miller Canal would have a great impact to the area and it would provide a reliable 
evacuation of water that a gravity system could not support. 

Mr. Kurtz added that modeling and analysis had been completed and were 
available for staff to review. 

Ms. Kitchener asked if more water could be pumped into the Picayune Strand, 
and Mr. Nageon De Lestang replied that the amount of water allowed into the 
Picayune Strand is regulated by a permit. 

Mr. DeLisi gave a brief account of Mr. Casalanguida's recent visit to the District's 
headquarters for a tour of the facilities, an indication of the great relationship 
between both agencies. 

Ms. Koehler introduced Joe Schmidt, the new Basin Senior Engineer in charge of 
all local agreements for the Basin. 

18. Board Comment 
There were no Board comments. 

19. Adjourn 
Mr. Barber announced the next meeting will be on October 21st. 
Mr. Barber adjourned the meeting at 11:09. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: David Farmer 
SECONDER: Alice J. Carlson 
AYES: Vaughn, Barber, Farmer, Carlson, Haskins, Kitchener 

Frederick T. Barber, III 
Big Cypress Basin Board Chairman 
South Florida Water Management District 

Lisa Koehler Lisa Koehler 
Big Cypress Basin Administrator 
South Florida Water Management District 
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