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Public comment 
period on the Draft  
PIR/EIS  closed on 
November 1, 2013  

DRAFT REPORT PUBLISHED IN  
FEDERAL REGISTER: AUGUST 30, 2013 

Implementation Report and 
Environmental Impact 

Statement 
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 Agency Technical 
Review 
 

 Independent External 
Peer Review 
 

 USACE South Atlantic 
Division Review 
 

 USACE Headquarters 
Policy Review 

OTHER REQUIRED REVIEWS  
INITIATED: AUGUST 30, 2013   
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PUBLIC & AGENCY COMMENTS 

 30 Formal comment letters 
 

 214 emailed comments 
 

 Comments from 5 public workshops 
 Over 100 comments  expressing support for 

CEPP and continued expedited schedule 
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COMPLETED ACTIVITIES 

 Prepared responses to public, agency and 
required review comments 
 

 Coordinated review responses with SFWMD 
and USACE vertical teams 
 

 Revised DPIR based on: 
 Public, Agency, IEPR, SAD and HQ Reviews 
 Jacksonville/SFWMD technical review 
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OUTCOME OF KEY SFWMD 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT PIR/EIS 
 Water Quality 
 Negotiated water quality language associated with 

Appendix A (unchanged)  
 Recognizes need to complete Restoration Strategies 

and meet state water quality standards before most 
CEPP features are constructed (unchanged) 

 Recognizes need to consider additional facilities and 
change of operations if benefits are not attained 
(refined) 
 

 Use of existing SFWMD owned lands 
 Recommended plan (unchanged) 
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OUTCOME OF KEY SFWMD 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT PIR/EIS 

 Completion and operation of Modified Water Deliveries 
to ENP  
 Shown as a predecessor project to additional water to ENP 

(unchanged) 
 OMRR&R cost share and integrated operation of state 

facilities 
 Contains 9.5% cost share for Corps to pay for OMRR&R on 

existing state facilities after the “new water” phase is 
operational (unchanged) 

 Phased implementation and need for multiple PPAs 
 Report recommends three implementation phases with 

separate or amended PPAs (unchanged) 
 Additional detail on incremental benefits of phases  
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SUMMARY OF REVISIONS/ADDITIONS 
TO DRAFT FINAL PIR 

 Refined final project cost - $1.9 Billion 
 Additional detail on Rock Miners cut-off wall 
 More detail on modification of Lake Okeechobee 

regulation schedule 
 More detail on backflow from C-44 reservoir to 

Lake Okeechobee to send more water during low 
Lake stage events 
 Updated summary of Project Assurances and 

Saving Clause 
 Implementation phasing split into three PPAs with 

supporting environmental analysis 
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SUMMARY OF REVISIONS/ADDITIONS 
TO DRAFT FINAL PIR 

 Commitment to jointly undertake update of 
Integrated Delivery Schedule/Master 
Implementation Schedule 
 Request for authorization of OMRR&R of state 

facilities 
 Matrix of comments received and responses  
 State 1501 report submitted to FDEP 
 Programmatic Biological Opinion 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF WRAC DISCUSSION 
 PIR not available to the public before GB action on Letter of 

Support 
 Premature to act - Needs to be factored into Prioritization 

process first 
 Timing of Appendix A resolution - need for revised 

compliance methodology 
 Now is the time to act - WRDA window may still be open 
 Extensive public process - helped shape the plan 
 Encouraged by OMRR&R cost share language for existing 

District facilities 
 CEPP formulation was innovative - bundled projects that 

are dependent 
 CEPP adds tools to the restoration toolbox 
 Benefits to Florida Bay questioned 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF WRAC DISCUSSION 
 Western Everglades basins quantity and quality not 

addressed 
 Concern regarding Saving Clause  
 Concern about flood protection in South Dade already 

seeing impacts 
 Plan needs to be clear on need to complete C-44 and  

change Lake Okeechobee regulation schedule  
 Assumptions for state funding:  

 Make it clear that funding is contingent upon future state 
budget and District budget approval 

 SOETF and District match 
 Financial capability statement is not binding 

 Process includes a thirty day public and agency review after 
Letter of Support and Civil Works Review Board 
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NEXT STEPS 

We are 
here 
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TOPICS COVERED IN 
RESOLUTION  

 Section 1- Water Quality - Appendix A 
 Section 2 - Assurances related to project 

implementation 
 Section 3 - Biological Opinion 
 Section 4 - Financial Capability 
 Section 5 - Governing Board review and 

approval in the case of substantive changes 
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DISCUSSION 
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RESOLUTION  2014-0410 

A Resolution of the Governing Board of the South Florida 
Water Management District authorizing the Executive Director 
to sign a letter to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers expressing 
support for the Central Everglades Planning Project, and 
affirming South Florida Water Management District's financial 
capability to satisfy the obligations of the Non-Federal 
Sponsor described in the Central Everglades Planning Project, 
Final Integrated Project Implementation Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement, dated April 2014 and for 
which funding is subject to approval of future fiscal year state 
budgets by the State Legislature and Governor, and District 
budgets for CEPP by the State Legislature, Governor and 
District Governing Board; providing an effective date. 
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