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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Previous Six Months
S-65 and Lake Kissimmee
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Previous Six Months

Kissimmee River Floodplain

2 Months Ago:
8/27/12013

1 Month Ago:
9/27/2013

South Florida Water Depth Assessment Tool (SFWDAT)
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= High flood control

releases to manage lake
stage provided good
floodplain inundation
over much of the summer

Wet floodplain conditions
provided foraging habitat
for wading birds

... and was a factor in
use of the northern
floodplain by a large
group of foraging snail
kites



SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Expected Conditions — Next Six Months
Kissimmee Chain of Lakes & Kissimmee River
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Previous Six Months-

Lake Okeechbee
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L ake Okeechobee — Next Six Months
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Previous 6 months - St. Lucie Estuary

e Due to early rainfall, Lake

releases began in early May;
ceased on October 215t

Salinity
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Seven day mean salinity of the water column at US1 Bridge
in the St. Lucie Estuary
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« Salinity returned to a good
range for adult oysters
(green zone) in mid-October.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Previous 6 months
Caloosahatchee Estuary

 The 30-day mean salinity
at Val 1-75 has remained

below 5.

» Tape grass was absent in
the upper estuary until
recently; currently sparse.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Previous 6 months - Caloosahatchee Estuary

« Salinity has returned to a
good range for adult
oysters (green zone) just
upstream of Shell Point
and now in a fair range at
the Cape Coral Bridge.
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Expectations for the
St. Lucie Estuary

E‘“v— '

= Salinity is likely to continue to rise through the
end of the dry season.

» Seagrasses will begin to recover to previous
levels.

= Juvenile oysters will begin to repopulate the reefs
within the middle estuary, but full recovery is likely
to require the better part of a year or more.



SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

EXxpectations for the
Caloosahatchee Estuary

= Salinity will likely continue to rlse through the end of the
dry season. . r

= Tape grass may start to recover if salinity Is maintained
sat or below five In the upper.estuary.. & .
‘ i N o N » L
= Marine seagrass will likely recover fully. -
. Oyster reefs in the middle estuary should begin to

._recover.




Previous 4 months — Everglades STAS

= STA water depths have been at or above target due to
active wet season

= Lake Okeechobee reqgulatory releases were treated
In STA-1E and STA-1W prior to delivery to WCA-1
(August — October)

= Treatment cells in STA-1E and STA-5/6 have been
under stage restrictions due to Snail Kite nesting



Next 6 Months - Everglades STAS

= Supplemental water may be delivered to the STAS
If needed to maintain hydration

= Lake Okeechobee regulatory releases may
continue passing through STAs as conditions
allow

= Vegetation enhancement activities are planned
for the STAs

 Temporary flow or stage restrictions may be required to
accommodate these activities
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Previous Six Months — WCA's

Water Depth (feet)
<25 P 5.0 10’ >15

0.0 2.5
T
Abo

Below

Wet Season:

= \Water levels in the WCAs
were generally 6-8 inches
higher this year compared
to the last few years

ve
Ground

= Wet conditions are good
for the wetlands but this
year's wet season was
stressful for some tree
species and terrestrial
wildlife
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= Previous Six Months —
Everglades National Park/Florida Bay

Wet Season:

e Water levels in ENP wetlands
were generally 4-8 inches
above their long-term
seasonal averages.

o Salinities in the near-shore
areas of Florida Bay were
below their seasonal
averages because of elevated
rainfall and inflow. Estuarine
ecologists consider these
conditions favorable.




SOUTH

FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Expectations — WCAs

Dry Season:

 The upcoming dry season
rainfall is anticipated to be
normal

« Higher water levels increased
the prey base, suggesting that it
may be a good year for wading
birds and endangered species




- Expectations—
-~ Everglades National Park/Florida Bay

* Dry Season:

» Water levels in wetlands are
expected to be seasonally
average

« Salinities in near-shore Florida
Bay are also expected to be
average this dry season and to
remain acceptable at the Florida
Bay Minimum Flows and Levels
(MFL) site

* Required monitoring of the

endangered Cape Sable Seaside PAY\P =
Sparrows will continue Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow

-Cornell Lab



	Adaptive Protocols �for Lake Okeechobee Operations
	Previous Six Months�S-65 and Lake Kissimmee
	 Previous Six Months�Kissimmee River Floodplain 
	Expected Conditions – Next Six Months�Kissimmee Chain of Lakes & Kissimmee River
	Previous Six Months–�Lake Okeechobee
	Lake Okeechobee – Next Six Months
	Previous 6 months - St. Lucie Estuary
	Slide Number 8
	Previous 6 months - Caloosahatchee Estuary
	Previous 6 months – Caloosahatchee Estuary
	Expectations for the �St. Lucie Estuary
	Expectations for the Caloosahatchee Estuary 
	Previous 4 months – Everglades STAs
	Next 6 Months - Everglades STAs
	Previous Six Months – WCA’s
	Previous Six Months –�Everglades National Park/Florida Bay
	Expectations – WCAs
	Expectations–�Everglades National Park/Florida Bay

