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• All Basins have received less 
than average rainfall 

• Upper Kissimmee has the 
largest deficiency at -7.38” 

• Above average rainfall in most 
basin in October is still 
benefiting the regional water 
resources despite the dryer 
conditions thus far as 
compared to last year at this 
time: 

• 2011 Nov – Feb 1.81” ( 29% 
of  Avg, or –4.45 “) 

 

 

SFWMD 2011-12  

Dry Season Rainfall 
02Nov2011 –  06 Mar 2012 

DISTRICT-WIDE: 3.68”  

(41% of Avg, or –5.36”) 
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•  LEC and Everglades 

basins close to average.   

 

•  Other basins below 

average 

 

•February contributed ~ 

50% of the total rainfall 

for the current dry season 
 

 

 

 

SFWMD 2012  

February Rainfall 
02Feb2012 – 01Mar2012 

DISTRICT-WIDE: 1.75” 

(74% of Avg, or -0.60”) 
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• About 0.9 inches during 

first week of March 

 

• Highest rainfall along the 

east coast 
• 1.5”-3” in Upper East 

Coast 

• Up to 3” in Palm Beach 

County 

• Up to 1.5” in Broward 

Count 

SFWMD 2012  

March Rainfall 
03-Mar-2012 – 12–Mar-2012  

DISTRICT-WIDE: 1.75” 

(74% of Avg, or -0.60”) 
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ORLANDO 

FT. PIERCE 

S65 

S308 C10A 

S80 

About 1.2 ft below  
regulation schedule 

Supplying water to the River 
Restoration Project 

           Dec               Jan                Feb               Mar                Apr 

About 0.3 ft below regulation schedule 

           Dec               Jan                Feb               Mar                Apr 

           Dec               Jan                Feb               Mar                Apr 



S354 

WCA-3A 

WCA-2A 

WCA-1 
(LNWR) About 0.2 ft below schedule 

About 0.4 ft above 
regulation schedule 

Slightly into Zone E1 

           Dec                  Jan                   Feb                 Mar                 Apr 

           Dec                  Jan                   Feb                 Mar                 Apr 

           Dec                  Jan                   Feb                 Mar                 Apr 





 U. S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook 
National Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 

The current CPC precipitation outlook for central and southern 
Florida is for increased chances of below-normal (B) rainfall for 
the reminder of the 2011-12 dry season. 

Mar 2012 
(issued 29-Feb-2012)   

Mar – April – May 2012 
(issued 16-Feb-2012) 

 



75% chance stage stays above elev. 11.0 ft 
through the dry season 

Relatively low (<10%) chance of 
stage exceeding elev. 14.0 ft during 
the 2011-12 dry season 

Percentiles based on 41 possible outcomes starting with February 1st initialization 

 

 

2011-12 DRY SEASON 

 



Earliest that the La Nina 
analog years fall into the 
Water Shortage Band is about 
end of April. 

About 9 of the 12 La Nina analog years 
remain above the Water Shortage 
Management Band through the entire 
2011-2012 dry season. 

Hydrographs for 12 La Nina Analog Years 

Earliest that the driest of the 
La Nina analog years fall 
below the Baseflow Subband 
is about mid-March.   

 

 

2011-12 DRY SEASON 

 



Lake Okeechobee: Current Operations 

• USACE’s Lake O Regulation Schedule (2008 LORS) 

– Stage is within the Baseflow Subband 

– Release guidance suggests: 
• up to baseflow releases at S-79 (450) and S-80 (200) 

• No releases to the WCAs (Dry Tributary Hydrologic Conditions) 

• SFWMD’s Lake O Adaptive Protocol (2010) 

– Release guidance currently suggests up to 450 cfs baseflow 
releases to the Caloosahatchee Estuary  

• Lake Stage is in the Baseflow Subband 

• Val I75 Salinity forecast (30-day moving avg) > 5 psu within next two 
weeks 

• Less than 50% chance Lake stage will fall below elevation 11.0 ft during 
the dry season 

– Mar 15th: SFWMD requested the USACE to initiate 14th 
consecutive week of 450 cfs baseflow releases 
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