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Savings Clause  and Project 
Assurance Requirements 

Federal and State law require: 
Savings Clause –  WRDA 2000 Sec. 601(h)(5); Sec. 

373.1501, F.S. 
 Elimination or transfer of an existing legal sources 

of water (user) must be addresses 
 Maintain existing level of flood protection 
Project Assurances -  WRDA 2000 Sec. 601(h)(4)(A);  

Sec. 373.470, F.S. 
 Identify water for the natural system 
 Identify water for other water-related needs 
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CEPP Model Simulations 

Steps Base With Project 

1 Existing Conditions 
Baseline = 2012EC 

Initial Operating Regime 
= Alt4R2 2 Pre-CERP Baseline = ECB 

3 Initial Operating Regime 
without project = IORBL1 

If no significant reduction, then requirements of Savings Clause 
have been met.  

Note- Step 1 model comparison to be used for 1501 analysis 
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Savings Clause: Analysis to 
Determine if there is an 
Elimination or Transfer of 

 Existing Legal Sources of Water 
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Savings Clause 

 
 

 Determine if existing 
legal sources will be 
eliminated or 
transferred as result of 
project implementation 
 LOSA, LECSA and Tribes – 

water supply cutbacks 
 ENP – transect flows 
 Fish and wildlife – flows 

to Estuaries, WCA and 
Biscayne Bay 
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IORBL1 Alt4R 

Lower East Coast Service Area 2 16 + 16 = 32 13 + 19 = 32 

Lower East Coast Service Area 3 16 + 0 = 16 13 + 0 = 13 

Number of Years with Water Restrictions in LECSA 
Triggered by Lake and Local Wells 

Lower East Coast Service Area 
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WCA 3A 
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Everglades National Park 
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Biscayne Bay 
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QUESTIONS? 
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Savings Clause: Analysis to 
Determine if Levels of Service for 

Flood Protection have been 
Reduced 
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Determining if Levels of Service for 
Flood Protection Have Been 

Reduced 
 Levels of service for flood protection based on performance 

modeled against a range of weather conditions 
 Differences due to implementation of CERP project must be 

significant and adverse to determine that levels of service 
have been reduced 
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Belen & Sweetwater 

Serena Lakes & Country Walk 



CENTRAL EVERGLADES RESTORING THE HEART OF THE EVERGLADES 
22 



CENTRAL EVERGLADES RESTORING THE HEART OF THE EVERGLADES 
23 

Savings Clause Conclusions 

 No elimination or transfer of existing legal sources 
of water to agricultural, urban, Tribes or fish and 
wildlife 
 No reduction in level of service for flood 

protection  
 No effect on Seminole Tribal water compact or 

Miccosukee Tribe 
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Project Assurances: 

 Identify water for the natural system 
 Identify water for other water-related needs 
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Water Needed to Achieve the 
Benefits of the Plan 

Water Made 
Available by 
Project 

Existing 
Water 

Water Reserved or  
Allocated for the 
Natural System 

Water Available 
for Other 

Water-Related 
Needs 

Existing C&SF Project 
Water for Other Water-

Related Needs 

Existing Water 
for the Natural 

System 

Total Water 
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Water Needed to Achieve the 
Benefits of the Plan 

Water Made 
Available by 
Project - 
Difference 

Existing 
Water – 
IORBL1 

Water Reserved or  
Allocated for the 
Natural System 

Water Available 
for Other 

Water-Related 
Needs 

Existing C&SF Project 
Water for Other Water-

Related Needs 

Existing Water 
for the Natural 

System 

Total Water – Alt4R2 
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Water Needed to Achieve 
the Benefits of the Plan: 
 
REDLINE Along WCA 3A 
 
BLUELINE into ENP 
 
ORANGELINE overland flows to 
Florida Bay 
 
 
  
 

SPATIAL PERSPECTIVE 
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WCA 3A 
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Everglades National Park 
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Florida Bay 
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Florida Bay 
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Water Made Available by the 
Project for the Natural System 

 
Water Made Available by the Project (ac-ft/year) 

 (difference between Alt4R2 and IORBL1) 

10th 
percentile 

50th 
percentile 

90th 
percentile 

WCA 3 564,400 332,977 133,714 
ENP 415,817 118,150  206,581 

Florida Bay 220,346 44,864 66,771 
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Water for Other Water-Related 
Needs  

 Supplemental water for 
agricultural in LOSA 
 LECSA 
 Consider demand on 

surficial aquifer system 
 Dependent on 

seepage/groundwater 
flow east 
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Water for Other Water-Related 
Needs  

 LOSA – no significant 
increase 
 LECSA 
 12 MGD in LECSA2 
 5 MGD  in LECSA3 
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QUESTIONS? 
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