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Sunrise on the Kissimmee 
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Kissimmee River (Pool C) 
Monthly Water Depth Maps 
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Lake Okeechobee  
Water Depth Timeseries Maps 

1 Year Ago:  4/7/2013 1 Month Ago:  3/8/2014 Current:  4/7/2014 

(13.73 ft NGVD29) (13.87 ft NGVD29) (13.45 ft NGVD29) 
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Lake Okeechobee  
Wading Birds - Foraging 
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Salinity Conditions 
March 10, 2014 April 7, 2014  
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Data provisional and subject to change

Good =        10  - 26

Fair    = <10 - 5 or >26 - 32

Poor   =     < 5  or  > 32

Salinity Range for Oysters

Seven day mean salinity of the water column at US1 Bridge in the St. Lucie Estuary   
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Salinity Conditions 
April 7, 2014 March 10, 2014  
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Stormwater 
Treatment Areas 

(STAs) 

• Dry season operations 
‒ Low volumes basin runoff 

‒ Lake Okeechobee regulatory 
releases  being treated in                            
STA-2 & STA-3/4  

‒ Monitoring STA conditions 
 

• Snail Kite Nests (8) 
‒ STA-1E & STA-5/6  

‒ Stage & access restrictions 

Preliminary data shown 
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• Vegetation plantings in                                             
STA-1E, STA-1W, STA-2  

‒ Reduce hydraulic short-circuiting 
‒ Fortify vegetation strips 
 

• Water levels lowered & flows restricted 
in STA-3/4 Central Flow-way  

‒ Encourage natural recruitment & protect 
plantings in Cell 2A 

 

• Completed removal of ~25 acres of 
floating plant tussocks in STA-1E Cell 7 

‒ Stage & flows restricted to allow area            
to be planted 

Newly Planted areas 

Vegetation plantings in STA-2 Cell 3 
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Greater Everglades  
Water Depth Monthly Snapshots 
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Foraging Conditions Have 
Improved with Reduced Rainfall 

Snail kite 
nests 

Cape  
Sable Seaside 
Sparrow 
subpopulations 

• Wading birds again feeding in WCA 
areas with optimal depths (green) 

 
• Conditions have improved too late 

for wood storks to nest this year 
 

• Increased Snail Kite nesting activity in 
southern WCA-3 and northern ENP 
 

• Nesting surveys have begun for the 
Cape Sable Seaside Sparrows in ENP 

 
 Because sparrow needs dry habitat for 

nesting, the wet conditions during the last 
2 breeding seasons provided poor 
conditions.  Nesting success this year is 
critical .  
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Biscayne Bay Salinity 
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Daily Average Salinity Moving 7-day prior Daily Average Salinity

BBCW8
Data as of April 7, 2014

maximum preferred
salinity  range
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Florida Bay Update 

 

Salinity gauge 
Creek flow gauge 

TR 
Florida Bay MFL salinity threshold was 

exceeded in late June of 2011 
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Mangrove ponds: Taylor River (TR) salinity gauge through 3/30/2014 
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