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Although areas of extreme drought persist across southern Florida, longer term 

improvement is expected across most of the state, as the sea breeze-driven rainy 

season typically begins in late May across southern Florida and lifts northward quickly 

through June. Forecast confidence for Florida is moderate to high
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Existing Orders

 Phase I – Lake Okeechobee Service Area 

 Bypass Order – Indian Prairie Basin

 Phase I – Palm Beach & Broward 
Counties – Diversion & Impoundments, 
Agriculture, Nurseries

 Phase I – South Miami-Dade –
Agriculture, Nurseries

 Phase I/Modified Phase II – Golf Courses 
and Residential Landscape Irrigation



Compliance and Variances

Type Warnings Citations

 Local Gov’t 2,519 116

 SFWMD 242 2

Variances

 Received - 61

 Approved - 37

 Denied - 3

 Withdrawn - 10

 Under Review – 11

 Examples – change watering days, Floridan 
aquifer source, no increase in use.



Low Canal/Lake Levels

 Complaints from local governments, HOAs 

 Water levels below WCA floor elevations 
– no releases to urban areas except if 
from another source

 SFWMD Response

 Fact sheets transmitted to 2,299 HOAs

 Meetings with City managers in Northwest 
Broward, especially C-14 Basin

 Emphasis on warnings to reinforce 
conservation ethic



Temporary Forward Pumps

•Engineering activities 
complete

•1,400 cfs capacity

•Contractor awaiting 

notification from SFWMD

•Coordinate installation 

with growers 
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Lake Okeechobee Service Area 
(LOSA) - Chronology

March 18, 2011 – Lake level below trigger line

 March 21, 2011 – Phase I Order executed

 March 26, 2011 – Phase I Order effective

 April 4, 2011– Lake level above trigger line

 April 29, 2011 – Lake level below trigger line



Lake Okeechobee Water Shortage Plan 
(Chapter 40E-22, F.A.C.)

 Phase III cutbacks may be imposed when 
water levels fall below, or can be 
expected to fall below, 10.5 ft NGVD by 
June 1st

 Additional factors to consider (Ch. 40E-21, 
F.A.C.)

 Water inflows from Kissimmee River 
(900 cfs and declining)

 Time of Year / Start of Wet Season ??

 Position Analysis
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~50% chance the Lake 

stage stays in Water 

Shortage Band through 

the wet season



Staff Recommendation:

Governing Board declaration of  
Modified Phase III Extreme Water 
Shortage Restrictions for the Lake 
Okeechobee Service Area, with 
implementation of 45% cutbacks 
when the lake elevation falls 
below 10.5 ft NGVD.



Questions?
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Enter an Order Imposing Modified Phase III Extreme 

Water Shortage Restrictions for Specified Use 

Classes using Surface Waters within the Lake 

Okeechobee Service Area, including Lake 

Okeechobee and Surface Waters Hydraulically 

Connected to Lake Okeechobee within the 

Everglades Agricultural Area Water Use Basin, 

Lakeshore Perimeter Water Use Basin, 

Caloosahatchee River Water Use Basin, and the St. 

Lucie River Water Use Basin within Okeechobee, 

Glades, Palm Beach, Lee, Hendry, Martin, and St. 

Lucie Counties. 

Staff Recommendation


