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Presentation Overview 

Portable Forward 
Pump Installation 
and Operation 
Pumps’ Role in 

Conveying Water 
Supplies 
Status of 

Application for 
Permit Renewal 
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Lake Okeechobee – Major Water Control 
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Pump Installation Locations 
• 14 pumps, each with 100 cfs capacity 

• Temporarily installed; Lake level ~10.2’  
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Pump Installation and Operation 

 Normal operations: 
convey supplies south, 
via gravity, through 
gated spillways 

When Lake levels are 
low, water flows 
through spillways, but 
gravity capacity is 
insufficient to provide 
necessary conveyance 
 

  



Pump Installation and Operation, cont. 

 LORS schedule 
reduces Lake levels; 
storage substantially 
diminished 
 Temporary forward 

pumps = LORS Base 
Condition  
• Mitigate water supply 

losses under LORS 



Role in Conveying Water Supply 

 Overview of drought operations 
• Typically Lake basins experience  

water shortage restrictions 
collectively 

 Lake Okeechobee – “Liquid 
Heart” of South Florida 
• C&SF Project – Lake provides 

water supply 

• Efficient storage 

• Centrally located; conveyance 
‘avenues’ to variety of other 
resources and users 

• Lake has its own ecological 
considerations 



Role in Conveying Water Supply, cont. 

 Everglades 
Agricultural Area 
• ~425,000 acres  
• Diverse crops 
• LORS assumes pumps 

will convey water when 
Lake below 10.2’ 

• Water shortage 
restrictions  
 



Role in Conveying Water Supply, cont. 

Stormwater 
Treatment Areas 
• ~57,000 acres of 

treatment area 
 Recent USACE permits 

and planning actions 
also assume 
temporary forward 
pump operation 

 



Role in Conveying Water Supply, cont. 

 Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Big Cypress Reservation 
• Water Rights Compact 

establishes surface water 
entitlement (state and federal 
law) 

• Quantified and delivered, in 
part, from Lake Okeechobee 
via Miami Canal 

• Tribe uses water for a variety 
of purposes such as citrus 
and cattle 

• Concerned water rights 
diminished by LORS 

 



Role in Conveying Water Supply, cont. 

WCAs and Lower East 
Coast Service Areas 
• WCA regulation schedules 

have ‘floor elevation’ 

• No releases to coast when 
‘floor’ reached, unless Lake 
replacement water provided 

• Coastal wellfields and salt 
water intrusion are linked to 
WCA releases 

WCA fire protection 

 



Status of Pump Renewal Application 

 §10 Rivers and Harbors permit 
issued for 5 years (Feb. 2007) 

 Permit modified to reflect 
operation under LORS 
(April 2011) 

 Request to extend permit filed 
(August 2011) 

 Multiple permit extensions 
granted 

 January 16, 2015 draft Biological 
Opinion received 

 Permit extended for 120 days 
(June 8) 

 

 

 



Status of Pump Renewal Application, cont. 

Staff review underway 
Variety of issues 

• Ecologic 
• Hydrologic 
• Legal 
• Policy 

Stakeholder outreach 

 



Next Steps 

 Prepare one District 
response to draft 
Biological Opinion and 
receive stakeholder 
input and review 

 Meet with USACE and 
USFWS 

 Continued updates to 
Board and 
stakeholders on status 



Questions 
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