
South Florida Water Management District

GOVERNING BOARD PROJECT & LANDS REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES

December 14, 2011
11:00 AM

District Headquarters - B-1 Auditorium
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Attendee Name Title Status	 Arrived
Sandy Batchelor Present
Kevin Powers Present
Daniel DeLisi Vice Chair Present
Daniel O'Keefe Chair Present

1. Call to Order - Daniel O'Keefe, Chair

Mr. O'Keefe called the meeting to order at 11:02 AM. Also in attendance were
Mr. Moran, Mr. Sargent and Mr. Waldman.

2. Approval of Minutes

Approval of the Minutes for the November 9, 2011, Project & Lands Committee
meeting held in West Palm Beach, Florida.

Approval of Minutes

RESULT:	 ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:	 Kevin Powers
SECONDER:	 Daniel DeLisi, Vice Chair
AYES:	 Batchelor, Powers, DeLisi, O'Keefe

3. Changes to Agenda - Annette Carter, Director, Office of Governing Board

There were no changes to the Agenda.

4. C-51 Reservoir Partnership Study Update - Dean Powell, Bureau Chief, Water
Supply Bureau
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Mr. Powell gave a presentation on the C-51 Reservoir Partnership Study. Mr.
Powell stated to date completed work indicates that the project has the potential to
be a viable alternative water supply source for public drinking water utilities. The
focus is shifting to governance, financing and permitting with Lake Worth Drainage
District (LWDD) taking the lead.

BOARD COMMENT

There was a discussion regarding where the water captured will be and the future
role of the District and LWDD. Mr. Powell clarified the well fields, permanent pumps
and structures and explained the District is helping to facilitate the process but this is
a local drinking water utility project. Ms. Meeker further explained the Reservoir may
add flexibility to future operations.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Pete Quasius, Collier County Audubon, is supportive of the C-51 Reservoir for water
storage.

Martha Musgrove, commented as a resident of LWDD, she would like the planning
to continue for the C-51 Reservoir and feels a coalition may be best to operate it.

John "Woody" Wodraska, Lake Worth Drainage District, spoke in favor of the C-51
Reservoir, feels it is the best value for regional water planning, thanked District staff
for their dedication and commitment on the project and alternative water supply.

Drew Martin, Sierra Club, commented on the project, natural local area, evaporation
in the reservoir, feels the costs is too great and would like the L-8 project completed.

5. Bird Drive Basin Update - Ruth Clements, Chief Real Estate Specialist,
Executive Office, and Matt Morrison, Scientist Principal, Office of Everglades
Policy & Coordination

Mr. Barnett updated the Committee on the Bird Drive Basin reviewing ownership
interests in the area, CERP and stakeholders comments. The project footprint
includes private, tribal and public land as well as federal interests.

The original project land was purchased to reduce seepage from Everglades
National Park, recharge groundwater east of Krome Avenue, provide C-4 peak flood
attenuation, provide water supply deliveries to South Dade conveyance system, and
increase spatial extent of wetlands. Project deficiencies were reviewed and
alternatives were developed and proposed.

Mr. Barnett presented public and stakeholders input during four recent public
meetings which focused on the original project concept, ecological value of the land,
and land-holdings and surplus decisions.

Mr. Barnett presented staff's recommendations for next steps:
n Inclusive stakeholder process
n Analyze project footprint and reformulate to meet project objectives
n Foster understanding of science, technical underpinnings
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n Evaluate land surplus/consolidation opportunities based on reformulation
n Proceed with evaluating feasibility of FIU objectives

BOARD COMMENT

The Committee discussed the process of evaluating land prior to surplus, the
northeast quadrant and its history. Further discussion included consolidation of
land, District priorities, available funds and effective use of funds.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Kahlil Kettering, National Park Conservation Association, commented on
unanswered questions, potential projects including FPL's transmission lines and
looks forward to future stakeholders meetings.

Sandra Gonzalez-Levy, Florida International University (FIU), commented on the
potential surplus of the northeast quadrant and support staffs recommendation.

Drew Martin, Sierra Club, commented on Bird Drive Basin being an important
wetland and valuable to the natural environment. Mr. Martin requested a delay in
the decision.

Lauren McKurk, Tropical Audubon, spoke in favor of delaying the surplus of the Bird
Drive Basin, feels wading bird nesting will be negatively impacted and more analysis
needs to be done.

Megan Tinsley, Audubon of Florida, provided ecological information of the area
under discussion relating to the Greater Everglades, wading birds nesting and
foraging and wood stork habitat.

Jane Graham, Florida Audubon, commented on the ecological importance of Bird
Drive Basin.

The Committee discussed consolidating land holdings, understanding of hydro
periods and their importance and discussed other entities preserving the land.

Motion To: Recommend to the full Governing Board to defer consideration
of Bird Drive as proposed surplus area and provide the following next
steps:

n Inclusive stakeholder process
n Analyze project footprint and reformulate to meet project objectives
n Foster understanding of science, technical underpinnings
n Evaluate land surplus/consolidation opportunities based on reformulation
n Proceed with evaluating feasibility of FIU objectives
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RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Daniel DeLisi, Vice Chair
Sandy Batchelor
Batchelor, Powers, DeLisi, O'Keefe

6. 2011 Proposed Surplus Lands - Ruth Clements, Chief Real Estate Specialist,
Executive Office - DEFERRED

This item was deferred to the Governing Board Business meeting being held on
December 15, 2011.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jane Graham, Audubon of Florida, read Florida Statutes Chapter 373; F.S. regarding
acquisition of real property and believes the District should consider ecological
evaluations prior to surplusing property.

Drew Martin, Sierra Club, commented on the C-23 and C-24 surplus property.
Martha Musgrove, Florida Wildlife Federation, commented on Curry Island surplus to
Glades County and the importance of continued public access.

7. Public Comment

Rosa Durando, commented on the C-51 Reservoir, she has concerns with the
project, water flow to Broward County and the western community.

Mike Collins, WRAC member, commented on restoring the Everglades, Florida Bay
and the Estuaries, and feels if land is no longer viable for a project it should be
surplused.

Drew Martin, Sierra Club, commented on the need to retain Bird Drive Basin to help
preserve land and improve water quality.

8. Adjourn

Adjourn

RESULT:
	

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
	

Kevin Powers
SECONDER:
	

Daniel DeLisi, Vice Chair
AYES:
	

Batchelor, Powers, DeLisi, O'Keefe

Mr. O'Keefe adjourned the meeting at 12:33 PM.

Daniel O'Keefe OZ7d
Governing Board
South Florida Water Management District
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ce-Ayraq  (
Brenda Low
Deputy District Clerk
South Florida Water Management District
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