

































































	Executive Summary
	Table of Contents
	List of Tables
	List of Figures
	Acknowledgments
	Introduction
	Methods
	Litterbag Preparation and Collection
	Bacteria and Fungi Estimates
	Algal Biomass Estimates
	Litter Weight, Nutrients and Fiber
	Statistical Analysis
	Results
	Physical and Chemical Variables
	Litter Decomposition and Nutrient Uptake
	Lignin, Cellulose and Residual Ash in Dead Leaves
	Bacteria and Fungi
	Attached Algae
	Discussion
	Literature Cited

